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on which stands Khonoma. Leaving his baggage at
a little stream below, he ascended the narrow path
with only one or two sepoys, the rest of the escort
coming on leisurely. On arrival at the village gate
he found it closed, and his demands for admittance
were answered by a volley which killed Damant and
the Sepoys with him, and the next moment the escort
was attacked, beaten back down the narrow path,
and almost annihilated at the stream where the
baggage was looted. Fifty-seven in all were killed and
wounded, and the remainder got back to Kohima
as best they could. This station, , in which were
Mr. Cawley of the Police, with Mrs. Cawley and
Mrs. Damant and 180 rifles, was at once besieged,
and a few days later received a small reinforcement
of twenty-two rifles under Mr. Hinde from Wokha,
and were only relieved a fortnight later by Colonel
Johnstone, Political Agent at Imphal, with 2,000
Manipuri soldiers and forty sepoys of the 34th N.I.
The Kohima garrison had an uncommonly unpleasant
experience, being surrounded by some six to seven
thousand Naga warriors, who spared no effort to
fire the thatched buildings and attacked the stockade
repeatedly by rolling heavy timbers forward along
the ground behind which they sheltered and fired.
General Nation was now directed to assemble a
force of 1,135 men with two mountain guns at
Golaghat, and in early November these moved forward
and entered the hills, not without considerable oppo-
sition at the villages of Sephema and Sachima.
From the latter place as a base four miles from the
objective, Nation attacked Khonoma on the 22nd
November, 1879. ^ was by nature very strong,